OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN '

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Fonorable Ceorge H., Sheprurd _
Coaptroller &f I'ublic Acoounts O- €34 7
sustin, Texas

the [Lracer y ¢ the First Iresby-
chial lzuston excapt

d your rewucst for
opinion deted Decemdbor 29, Y P ousat encloses &
letter from Jim H. Class, Adgesd J>1lector of Taxes
for Harris County, from which € ) tiis following:

wThe 3tate 2 24 FouNly of RNserris lovied
en sgeropgate 5 the yoer 1944, o-
gainst the zurkh of fouston aad/or
Ceorpe S, € 4 of cerviin land in downtown
Hnuston et \he ; Aln Street end ¥e¥inney Avenue,
1 A% fect on YeRinaey o o o o

~4as plot or lewn, the balence of the half
block huving cehureh dbufldings upon 1t.

"o chanre in actuzl use of the entiro half
block s a rnlgce of relipious worship by the Church
hes ocourred, Tne decision to tux the lawn srrew out
of un agreexent between the Zhurch end “'r., Ceorpe 5,
Coboen of louzton, entered ianto in February, 1337, a
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fignorabdblo céorno ¥, 3reppard, pace 2

copy of which is noaxt sttached. TYou will note
- thut this sgrose~ent provided that Yr., Jchen may
noke certein payments. He hus ectuelly made the
in!tia) peynent of 3270,0C0.CC, end four ananual
payments tharesfter of ,7 ,06C.0V cech, an sggre-
gete of 167%,000.0C
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*Our ~uestion therefore, is sssumiaz that the
lewn is a part of the properily ectually used for
roligious purposea, 12 it oxsmpt from taxation?™

The attsched contract 1s one grenting to Zohen an
option %0 purchese the entire half dblock for the prics of
21,250.000, 1370,000.00 baving bsen pald upon execution of
the contrect, snd reguiring thke payment of 375,CC0.00 esch

* yesr fTor an cxtension of the crtion for &sn additvional year.
The right of tha Church te continue its uze end occupanoy
of the property until the tize of the execution of a deed
to Coben is preserved. )
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Your resvest excludes from our conslderstion any
cucstion of whethor the proporty ic actuelly used for religious
purposee, or whother such use hasg beon abendoned, ol whether
tha pronerty inquirad about is rawvsonadbly necessary for tho
use end onjoymsnt of the belance of the halfl block 8s & ploce
of religious worship. Therefore, this orianiorn shall in no
wey bo construed ss passing on thase cuesticns,
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Under Article ._II. :ection 2 of th- Tezes CQnstitLtion,
; and Articele 7150, Jection 1, %. S., the use and ownership of pro-
b poerty control thﬁ question of exexption, vel non., Thie property
is owned by the Tirst Fresbyiorisn Church, and the letter of

Jim v, ¢lagg reguires thet we essuve for the purposses of the

{ opinion thet sefd l1and is nctually being used by the Church

} for relipglous worsalp., On 4he besis of such easumpticon, ve

can oonclude orly that the preoperty {is ezez:t froa taxation.

[ Trusting that the rorepo4np rully enswers your in-
quiry, wo are -

e o Ve*y truly yours
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